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Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Allow me at the outset to express my appreciation to the host country,
Poland as well as to the Permanent Secretariat for the enormous work dedicated
to the organization of the present celebration of the tenth anniversary of the
Community of Democracies and the Warsaw Declaration. At the same time, I
wish to commend Lithuania in its capacity as current chairman of the
Community of Democracies for its initiatives to give a new impetus to the
Community of Democracies as well as to identify new goals and priorities
serving as a compass for the next decade.

The Community holds its tenth anniversary in hard times. Over the past
years democracy faced an unprecedented challenge as our contemporary world
had and still has to cope with the economic and financial crises comparable only
to the Great Depression. This immense exigency has forced us to remodel our
paradigms about the world we live in. Dialogue, cooperation and concerted
action among governments, parliamentarians, non-governmental organizations
and the civil society are crucial to enable societies to overcome the current
crisis.

Such major change, however, cannot undermine our commitment to the
promotion of democracy and the strengthening of the democratic institutions in
every part of the world. Respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms
shall not be compromised in any way whatsoever.

As it was confirmed by the Community on the occasion of the
International Day of Democracy last September, democracy, peace and security,
development and human rights are interdependent and mutually reinforcing. It is
our obligation towards the current and the forthcoming generations to renew our
commitment to democratic values, since that paves the way to our future and to
that of our children.

It is in this spirit and dedication that the Hungarian government formed as
a result of the 2010 parliamentary elections took up its duties according to the
express and unequivocal mandate received from the Hungarian people.









