
	 
The Working Group on Women and Democracy fosters collaboration among the Community of 
Democracies’ participating states and civil society organizations to promote female political 
participation and improve awareness of their role in any democratic society. The Working Group 
provides a platform for women to freely participate in activities that will further expand the space for 
them to connect with their political, civil, economic and social rights.  It also connects women with 
the tools they need to play a more active and integral role in a variety of decision-making processes 
in their respective countries. 
 

DEMOCRACY NEEDS WOMEN – AND WOMEN NEED DEMOCRACY  
 
In some parts of the world, women continue to be under-represented as leaders in political, economic 
and public life.  The Working Group on Women and Democracy provides an opportunity for women to 
share thoughts, experiences and ideas to find common solutions to their problems. Democracy 
provides a public and safe space for discussion on human rights and womens empowerment, which 
can help break down the barriers that impede women from fulfilling their roles as crucial agents of 
democratic change.  
 
"The democratic community must do more to ensure that women are represented – and empowered 
– at all levels of government. This is where gender equality starts," said Ambassador Maria Leissner 
on the sidelines of the UN Commission on the Status of Women in March 2016. 
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AREAS OF WORK 
 
The Working Group on Women and Democracy seeks to achieve its objectives of women’s political 
participation, representation and leadership through the following areas of work: 

• Identifying and promoting best practices, policies, and mechanisms facilitating women’s full 
and democratic access to and participation in the political sphere, 

• Providing guidelines and recommendations for governments aimed at ensuring equal political 
participation and representation for women as voters, candidates, policymakers, and holders 
of political office.  

 
The Working Group focuses on the following activities: 

• Using social media to disseminate information on how to empower women to access the 
political sphere, 

• Exchanging best practices to promote women’s empowerment, including policies to ensure 
the full participation of women in politics, 

• Organizing conferences, round table discussions and workshops on women and democracy-
related issues, 

• Encouraging campaigns to raise awareness about the importance of women’s political 
participation in decision making, 

• Offering a platform for cooperation between governments and non-state actors on concrete 
projects, exchange of experiences and know-how, 

• Organizing fundraising activities to finance women’s policies.  
 
MEMBERSHIP AND PARTICIPATION 
 

Lithuania is the current chair of the group, having been an active participant since 2010. 
The Working Group’s membership is made up of four governments – El Salvador, 
Finland, Japan and Uruguay. It presents news, commentaries and research related to 
gender equality at: www.womenindemocracy.org. For further information about the 

Working Group, please contact the Permanent Secretariat at WGWomenDemocracy@community-
democracies.org.  
 
ABOUT THE COMMUNITY  
 

The Community of Democracies is an intergovernmental organization 
that drives the global democratic agenda through common action. Since 
its establishment in 2000, the Community has brought the world's 
democracies together to advance and promote the democratic principles 

and standards enshrined in the Warsaw Declaration Toward a Community of Democracies that was 
signed by 106 countries. 


