
 
 
	
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  
 
 
Political violence against women remains a major global issue, as does gender-based 
harassment, discrimination and inequality. The way forward remains long and challenging.  
The realm of politics has been considered one of the most challenging spheres of public life 
for women to enter and their participation in parliament is crucial for fair representation of 
women in society.  
 
The project provides an opportunity for participants from all over the world to discuss and 
compare the challenges and successes that women face in politics and look for ways to 
propel the idea of women's political participation forward.  
 
PROJECT OVERVIEW 
 
The project is composed of four Regional Consultations on Gender Equality and Political 
Empowerment of Women, covering four regions of the world: Europe, Asia, Africa and the 
Americas. The consultations serve as a platform for open exchange between key 
stakeholders regarding the trends, challenges and opportunities in the implementation of 
international conventions, agreements and treaties, as well as actions to address issues 
related to the advancement of gender equality and the political participation of women. 
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DRIVING IMPACT AND PRODUCING RESULTS 
 
The consultations: 

• Look into legal instruments and mechanisms to promote gender equality and 
contribute to increased female political participation, 

• Lead to the formulation of policy recommendations on gender mainstreaming, 
• Explore how the UN and civil society organizations (CSOs) can cooperate to advance 

women political participation.  
 

The consultation gather political decision-makers, CSO representatives, and officials from 
international, regional and sub-regional organizations, and will lead to creation of four 
policy papers (summarizing the discussions and providing final recommendations) and the 
Policy Guidebook on Gender and Political Participation of Women.  
 
TIMEFRAME 

 
• European Consultation: November 2016, Strasbourg, France  
• Asian Consultation: December 2016, Bali, Indonesia 
• African Consultation: March 2017, Johannesburg, South Africa 
• Americas Consultation: May 2017, Mexico City, Mexico 

 
PARTNERS 
 
The project is implemented by the Community of Democracies in partnership with 
International IDEA and UNDP. 
 
ABOUT THE COMMUNITY  

 
The Community of Democracies is an intergovernmental 
organization that drives the global democratic agenda through 
common action. Since its establishment in 2000, the Community 

has brought the world's democracies together to advance and promote the democratic 
principles and standards enshrined in the Warsaw Declaration Toward a Community of 
Democracies that was signed by 106 countries. 
 


