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Excellencies, distinguished guests and other friends of the Community of Democracies: 
Thank you for joining us this morning. 
 
It is fitting that we gather in a living memorial to the wars we didn’t fight in the hope that 
a renewed commitment to our shared democratic values will make the world a safer 
place.  
 
As the 28 states on our Governing Council declared last December, democracy is the 
cornerstone of security.  
 
Since we celebrated the global success for democratic values by founding the Community 
16 years ago, the world has suffered a period marked by an upsurge in terrorism and 
violent extremism.  
 
But fighting this new type of threat to our security has at times compromised our shared 
values. In the Warsaw Declaration, 106 states made a commitment to work together to 
fight terrorism while respecting human rights. 
 
Efforts to counter security threats are greatly enhanced by adherence to democratic 
norms and an unyielding commitment to human rights.   
 
Some take them for granted, but these democratic principles are an integral part of the 
global architecture, creating an enabling environment for peace, stability, innovation 
and growth.  
 
Democracy protects the minority from the majority. It ensures that law is king. And, over 
the long haul, democracy enhances security.  
 
That’s how things played out when I was part of the EU peace mission in Indonesia after 
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the tsunami. 
 
Separatist rebels renounced violence in Aceh in return for guarantees that they would be 
allowed to participate in the democratic process.  
 
Trading bullets for ballots resolved decades of conflict.  
 
The opposite is true in places like Venezuela, where the weakening of democratic 
institutions has led to increased violence. 
 
Crushing checks and balances such as civil society, free media and freedom of assembly 
comes with a price tag: an inability to respond to peoples concerns, leading to economic 
downturn, and more instability. 
 
Chaos and corruption reign without rule of law. 
 
Lucky for us, two distinguished leaders – former Tunisian Prime Minister Mehdi Jomaa 
and former U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright -- have agreed to help the 
Community develop a new, collaborative approach to security based on best practices 
from around the world. 
 
Today, we launch a global dialogue under their leadership that harnesses the convening 
power of the Community in support of long-term security policies grounded in the 
evidence that shows stability and security lie with democracy. 
 
Our goal is as clear as it is ambitious: place democracy and human rights at the center of 
national security policy.  
 
This year-long process will elicit the best thinking on how to reinforce the most 
important linkages between democratic governance and human rights, on the one hand, 
and security and peace, on the other.   
 
The threat is unprecedented … the solutions are not. 
 
The team has already gleaned three insights:  

1. Transnational attacks usually emerge from authoritarian states or states under 
occupation. 
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2. The risk of civil war is lower in countries with strong democratic institutions. 
3. Democracies that respect civil liberties and rule of law are far less likely to 

experience domestic terrorism. 
 
The policy implications are clear: a country’s best defense against terrorism is to enhance 
its legitimacy through democratic and liberal practices … at home and abroad.  
 
This initiative will help governments produce better security outcomes over the long 
term, while giving civil society the opportunity to contribute solutions based on the 
democratic principles enshrined in the Warsaw Declaration Toward a Community of 
Democracies that 106 states signed in the year 2000. 
 
Our next speaker has dedicated her life to these principles.  
 
Over the course of her storied career, Secretary Albright has promoted policies that were 
designed to ensure citizens were free and safe in their own communities.  
 
It is only because of visionary leaders like Secretary Albright that I am able to stand 
before you as the representative of a global democratic community that stands with all 
those who believe stability and security is only possible when governments empower 
their people and build political institutions that are responsive to their needs. 
 
Thank you for joining us today. And thank you, Madam Secretary – the mother of the 
Community of Democracies – for your unyielding commitment to freedom.  
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