
 
The United Nations 2030 Agenda underscores the link between democracy and development in 
emphasizing that "there can be no sustainable development without peace, nor peace without sustainable 
development." The Community of Democracies hopes that by building an effective legal framework for 
strong democratic institutions, it will have the capacity to address corruption and promote equality. The 
universal commitment to the UN 2030 Agenda is now moving from paper to action and the Community of 
Democracies will be playing a leading role in channeling international political support to build strong 
partnerships and mechanisms to ensure the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are met.  
 
Democracy as a Precondition for Economic and Social Development   
 
The goals, which call for global action to promote prosperity while protecting the planet, are the driving 
factors encouraging respect for human rights and equality - particularly Goal 16 (Promote just, peaceful 
and inclusive societies) - and will test the credibility of countries from around the world. Biennially, the 
Community adopts a list of priorities that connect the principles of democracy and universal human rights 
through a unique combination of action and deliberation. Today, one of these priorities is democracy and 
development. Because of the Community's diversity, the priorities provide a roadmap to counter the 
backsliding of democratic practices and shrinking civic space. All of this is possible with the help of the 
Community's members' rich source of knowledge and experiences.  
 
AREAS OF WORK  
 
The Community of Democracies has partnered with the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
and the Open Government Partnership (OGP) to launch an initiative providing support in two ways: 
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• Creation of Voluntary Global Supplemental Indicators (led by the CoD) 
• Support for National Monitoring Processes for Goal 16 (led by the UNDP)  
 
By taking advantage of the Community's cross-sectoral and democracy-
focused network, the indicators will help countries assess their progress 
toward the SDGs and adapt effective mechanisms to identify evaluation 
indicators. The process for developing them will focus on feasibility to 
minimize reporting burdens, reduce governmental costs and streamline 
efforts to achieve the goals of the agenda.  

 
TIMELINE: 
 
November-December 2016: Draft of an initial set of indicators, select data sources and quantitative 
research methodologies to be shared with UNDP and OGP. 
December 2016: Consultations with experts and government representatives. 
February-March 2017: Review indicators based on feedback from the consultations and present updates to 
the Community's Governing Council.  
April-May 2017: The technical lead will incorporate feedback from the Governing Council and finalize the 
set of indicators.  
June 2017: Present a final set of indicators to the Governing Council and make them publically available. 
September 2017: Present results at a high-level panel during the Community's Ministerial Conference in 
Washington, D.C. 
 
Once the indicators are created, the UNDP will lead an initiative to assist countries in integrating SDG 
frameworks into their national action plans to further support implementation, monitoring and 
evaluation of Goal 16. The UNDP will hold consultations with El Salvador, Georgia, Indonesia, South Africa, 
Tunisia and Uruguay that will include the participation of international experts and technical specialists. 
For more information, please contact info@community-democracies.org.  
 
ABOUT THE COMMUNITY  
 

The Community of Democracies is an intergovernmental organization that 
drives the global democratic agenda through common action. Since its 
establishment in 2000, the Community has brought the world's democracies 
together to advance the democratic principles and promote the standards 

enshrined in the Warsaw Declaration Toward a Community of Democracies that was signed by 106 
countries. 
 
 


