
 
 

The world’s democracies face complex and evolving security challenges. To address 
them, democratic states must identify responses that preserve and capitalize on their 
defining characteristics: 

 

•   greater inclusivity and tolerance for diversity 
•   reliance on the rule of law bounded by constitutional principles of universal rights 
•   limitations on the state’s use of power to intervene in private relations 
•   civilian and democratic control of the military 
•   legislative control of public finances 
•   the ability, through elections, to permit dissent through nonviolent channels 

 

As democratic states seek to both preserve and deploy these traits in their search for 
security and stability, their efforts can only be enhanced by learning from one  another. 

 
The Community of Democracies, an organization dedicated to common action among 
democracies, has launched the Democracy and Security Dialogue to foster greater 
collaboration among democracies to improve security outcomes and create a more 
hospitable   environment   for   the   strengthening   of   democracy   around   the  world. 

 

Democracy & Security Dialogue 

 



THE DIALOGUE 
Former Tunisian Prime Minister Mehdi Jomaa and former U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright are leading an initiative that is designed to combine top quality 
research with a highly participatory consultation process. Over the next year, the co- 
chairs will hold consultations with governments and civil society around the world, 
which will supplement research into democracy and security. Their work will be 
presented at the Community of Democracies Ministerial in 2017. 

 

DRIVING IMPACT AND PRODUCING RESULTS 
The project will increase understanding of the links between democracy and conflict 
prevention among policymakers in democracies. By providing policymakers with 
analysis and recommendations, the Community hopes to enable them to develop  more 
effective democratic security policies. The dialogue is expected to encourage greater 
collaboration among democratic countries on democratic security and peace  by 
providing a forum for governments to learn from one another’s experiences. 

 

  PRIMARY AREAS OF FOCUS 

Democratic Strategies for Countering 
Terrorism & Violent Extremism 

Reinforcing the Democratic Peace 
Argument 

Through a review of existing analysis and 
empirical work, the Democracy and Security 
Dialogue will seek to identify effective policy 
options that accord with international 
democracy and human rights norms and can 
be used by states in their implementation of 
the United Nations Plan on Preventing 
Violent Terrorism and more generally in 
their efforts to prevent violent extremism. 

Deliverable: The DSD co-chairs will draft and 
present a report on democratic best practices 
and policies that governments can use to 
prevent  violent  extremism. 

The project aims to reinforce the democratic 
peace argument by synthesizing connections 
across multiple areas of democracy studies to 
analyze empirical linkages between 
democracy, peace and security, such as those 
between democracy and interstate and 
intrastate conflict, human security, public 
security and crime, terrorism, and 
cybersecurity. 

Deliverable: The DSD co-chairs will develop 
policy briefs, empirical research, and 
proposals geared toward helping expand 
understanding of the role of democracy in 
security efforts. 

 
 
ABOUT THE COMMUNITY OF DEMOCRACIES 

The   Community of Democracies is an 
intergovernmental organization that drives the global 
democratic agenda through common action. Since its 
establishment in 2000, the Community has brought the  

world's democracies together to advance the democratic principles and promote the 
standards enshrined in the Warsaw Declaration Toward a Community of Democracies, 
signed by 106 countries. 


