
 
 

The Working Group on Freedom of Opinion and Expression seeks to foster collaboration 
among the Community of Democracies' participating states and civil society organizations 
to promote freedom of expression and counter the trends that suppress it worldwide.    

 
FREEDOM - THE KEY TO HEALTHY DEMOCRACY 

 
Freedom of expression (FOE) is not only one of the core human rights protected by 
international law, but also one of the anchors of democracy - as emphasized in the Warsaw 
Declaration. Each and every day, it is challenged by constant restrictions from governments 
around the world that wish to undermine public opinion and criticism.  
 
As a means to combat modern barriers and trends, the Community of Democracies 
established the Working Group on Freedom of Opinion and Expression.  
 
Areas of collaboration include coordinated multilateral activity and consensus-building 
initiatives, joint advocacy and programmatic initiatives to address journalist safety and 
restrictive measures as well as support for civil society focused on FOE issues.
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  AREAS OF WORK 
 

The Working Group seeks to achieve its objectives through the following areas of work: 
• Strengthening dialogue with non-governmental organizations on protecting media 

activists and journalists, 
• Addressing journalist safety and impunity through the development of safety protocols, 
• Contributing to the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goal 16 to ensure 

public access to information and to protect fundamental freedoms, 
• Providing technical assistance on FOE issues to third world countries, 
• Conducting consultations with UN Special Rapporteurs, countries with FOE resolutions 

and NGO experts about existing gaps in current UN resolutions relating to FOE. 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP AND PARTICIPATION 

 
The Working Group is co-chaired by the United States of America and 
Uruguay. The Working Group's membership is made up of three 
governments - Poland, the United States and Uruguay as well as 10 non- 

governmental members with expertise in laws governing civil society. The member 
organizations include Article 19, Committee to Protect Journalists, Human Rights First, the 
Democracy, Transparency and Justice Foundation, International Center for Not-for- Profit 
Law, Open Society Foundations, PEN International, Vietnam Committee on Human Rights, Asia 
Democracy Network and the Central European University. 

 
 

FURTHER INFORMATION 
 

For further information about the Working Group, its membership and activities, please 
contact the Permanent Secretariat at WGFreeExpression@community-democracies.org 
 
ABOUT THE COMMUNITY  

 
The Community of Democracies is an intergovernmental 
organization that drives the global democratic agenda through 
common action. Since its establishment in 2000, the Community has 

brought the world's democracies together to advance the democratic principles and promote 
the standards enshrined in the Warsaw Declaration Toward a Community of Democracies 
that was signed by 106 countries. 

 


